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ESADCJJAKT2R3, 

OCCUPATION  FORCES, 

TRUK  AND  CENTRAL  CAPOLINE  ISLANDS. 


***********  ******  4.****  **************  ****** 

Information  relative  to  the  date  of  *  Perpetuation  of  testimony 
construction  of  fortification?  and  *  of  Ator  Era,  chief,  Fofan 
military  installations  in  tho  Truk  *  Island. 

Atoll  prior  to  December  1941,  \rse  * 
of  forced  native  labor  without  * 
adequate  remuneration*  and  denial  * 
of  equal  rights  to  Americans  on  Yap.  * 

**** *************** ****  *************  ****** 


In  tho  presence  of: 

Reporter: 

Interpreter; 


Moon  Island,  Truk  and  Central  Carolines. 
February  25,  1946. 

Thomas  Santamaria,  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

George  C.  Lishka,  corporal,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps  Reserve. 

Artie  Moses,  chief  of  Uman  Island. 


Questions  by: 


Thomas  Santamaria.  first  lieutenant,  U.  S. 
Marino  Corps  Roaerve. 


State  your  name,  permanent  homo  address,  and  occupation. 
Ater  Era,  chief,  Fefan  Island. 

How  long  have  you  lived  on  tho  island  of  Fefan? 
Forty-nine  years,. 


Q,  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  the  Truk  Atoll? 
A.  Forty-nine  years. 


Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  fortifications  or  military  installations 
constructed  by  the  Japanese  on  Fefan  Island  prior  to  December 
1941? 

A.  Yes, 
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Stato  what  you  knew  of  your  own  knowledge  about  the  installations. 
On  tho  ioifird  of  Fofan  during  tho  year  of  19-'X)  the  Jaoanese  con¬ 
structed  a  road  from  the  dock  or.  vhr  east  side  of  tho  iBland  to 
the  top  cf  the  mountain*  2Jriplr.ccir.BntH  lor  two  guns  were  built  and 
guns  appearing  to  have  boros  cf  about  five  inchea  were  installed. 

A  Bop.rchlJght  v/ae  placed  there  on  a  platform  and  a  generator  placed 
in9ide  a  small  building-  1'hreo  large  buildings  wore  erected,  one 
used  as  a  banacks  and  two  for  warehouses,  i 


Q.  On  the  north  side  of  Fefan  thero  is  a  cavod  housed  flat  trajectory 
gun,  a  machine  gun,  and  tv'o  twonty-five  nilimeter  tv/in  mounts,  when 
were  these  installed? 

A,  After  December  1941, 


On  tho  south  t  h>  they  h-^ve  a  cave  housed  flat  trajectory  gun  and  a 
machino  gun,  when  wora  thoso  Installed? 

After  December  1541* 


Q«  All  over  the  island  I  notice  numerous  buildings,  a  hospital,  barracks 
warehouses,  and  guns,  whan  were  these  installed? 

A,  After  December  1941, 


Do  you  know  of  any  military  installations  and  fortifications  placed 
on  other  islands  thereabouts? 

Yes,  on  the  island  of  Fniea. 


Q.  ’’hat  was  built  on  this  ieland? 

A.  After  Docembor  1941  they  dug  caves,  built  buildings,  and  installed 
guns  there, 

Q.  Whan  was  tho  seaplane  base  built  on  tho  island  of  Tsis? 

A,  During  1943. 

When  was  the  airfield  built  on  Parnm? 

A.  Construction  was  started  in  1943, 

Do  you  know  the  nano a  of  any  of  the  persons  in  command  or  in  charge 
while  the  building  was  going  or.  prior  to  December  1941? 

A.  Iwai,  Japanese  ITavy,  waa  or.e  of  tho  of  floors  in  charge  during  that 
period. 

Q.  Do  ycu  know  of  pny  natives  who  were  forced  to  work  by  the  Japanese 
and  not  adequately  remunerated? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,»  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  theao  cases. 

A,  From  January  1942  until  cessation  of  hostilities  we  were  forced  to 
furnish  foul’  hundred  men  and  three  hundred  women  to  tho  Japanese  for 
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uuipcoro.  The  Pay  received  was  eighty  eon  for  e  • 
puipvORo.  n  ^  1943  wo  were  forced 

or  votcoh  ps*  QA/*  1044  wo  v/ors 

d,y  inch  month  without  pay.  Tor  the  year  1944  wo  wer 

or*  two  aor.tUn  wiiiuot  pay  c.nd  during  *»45  ^ 

i^.-L-g  1944  ar.d  19 1C  the  mon  receive  ono  yen  ana 

enl  the  women  eighty  sen.  per  day. 

aoanese  use  in  forcing  you  to  supply  labor? 
fh  certain  sncunls, 

fuj-nj.shoi  this  labor  what  wmU  have  happen^ 
o  us-  and  if  the  person  did  not  make  an  app  fr 
work  they  were  v/hippod.  Because  wo  would  bo 
;  c apply  the  request  for  personnel  by  the 
disobeyed  orders. 

^  Do  you  Icnow  the  name  of  anyone  in  command  forcing  you  to  furnish 

*«  ***  *• roport  to 

these  officials, 

<k  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstances  of  denial  of  equal  rights  to 

Americans  on  Yap? 

A.  Do. 

q,  U  th.ru  anything  you  veuld  ID®  to  add  to  tho  to.tinony  already 

given? 

A.  Do . 


Supposing  you  hale.*  c 
We*  had  to  furnish 
or  didn't  roport  for 
punished  If  vs  didn't 
Jnnanoso  forces  wo  neve 


AtcrJSfl _ 

Ator  3ra, 
chief, 

Fofan  Island 


Truk  and  Central  Carolines 

I,  Atcr  Bra,  of  lawful  ago,  being  duly  sworn  on 
I  h-ve  re-d  the  foregoing  transcription' of  my  ^ sir 
answers  contained  therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  my 


Ater  3ra 

before 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to/ me  this  4th  day  of  March  1946. 

If/  T.  Sontamaria - 

~  T,  SADTAKARIA, 

1st  Lt. ,  USilCR, , 
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Moon  Island 

Truk  and  Central  Caro  Unas 

I,  Artie  Mece.«,  cf  lawful  ag>,  boing  duly  sworn  upon  oath  state  that 
I  truly  translated  the  qireat lone  aeked  and  answers  givon  and  that  after 
boing  trar.3cilr.edj  I  truly  translated  the  foregoing  deposition  containing 
_2_  pages.,  tc  the  witness;  that  the  witness  thereupon  In  my  presence 
affixed  his  sigr^turo  thereto* 


Artio  Moses 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  boforo  me  this  4th  day  of  March  1946. 


mm 


T.  SAiiTAMARIA, 

1st  Lt.,  USKCR. , 
Legal  Officer. 

I,  T.  Santamaria,  first  lieutenant,  032989,  U.S-M.C.R, ,  certify 
that  on  February  25,  1946,  personally  appeared  before  me  Ater  Era,  and 
gave  the  foregoing  answers  to  tho  several  questions  set  forth;  that 
after  his  testimony  had  been  transcribed,  the  said  Ater  Era  read  tho 
same  and  affixed  his  signature  thoreto  in  ray  presence. 


Place:  Headquarters  Military  Government , 
Truk  and  Central  Caroline 
Islando 

Date: _ March  4.  1946 


Js-J-lx.,  g^JdgtfllTla _ 

T.  SAN1AMARU, 

1st  Lt.,  USMCR., 
Island  Command,  Truk. 
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